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Humanistic Language Teaching _ | Pao cia ngusi day hoc

Why now? The Tao of Language Teaching

From GenAl MINDS To Humanise MINDS & LIVES

e being human, doing human, becoming human

e lives, experiences, emotions, and connections
e personal meanings, empathy, and involvement

e ‘amplify’/augment our minds
e tireless conversation partner

e more productive and faster
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...humanistic materials as ones which tap into and
arouse learners’ positive emotions and connect
classroom events with learners’ minds and lives. 29

Tomlinson (2003, 2013, 2023)

Pham & Tin (2022) (Pham & Tin, 2022, p. 3)
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Imagine you are a student. Which task would you rather do?

Instruction:

Look at some photos showing family members. What's
happening in each one? What do you think the
relationship is between the people? Describe photos to
your partners.

Instruction: Retrieve the most impressive
photo(s) of your family members (from your
Facebook page, mobile phone, tablet, or
laptop, etc).

Work in group of three. Exchange your
photos and follow the process below.

Make predictions about your partner’s
photos: who the people are in the photos,
what the relationship is between them and
what activities they are doing, etc.

Listen to your partner describing his/her
photo(s) to check.

===

—
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Humanizing Language Learning Materials
A previous study by Pham & Tin (2022)

Methods Result
\

e Participants: 2 small

Learner interest during TBs vs. HMs

secondary EFL classes 600 -
. . soo ] 1 s
e Design: mixed-methods s I
Mean scores for components of interest during text! and humanistic activities.
Q U A N q u a |. e :;q‘u — HM :m HM '::lm HM r‘ﬁw HM
e Instruments: questionnaire,
. . . . . \ Bl Moderate (4.32) Hl:h .43) 45 547 3.92 542 427 5.44
Interview (I ndividu al/foc us / sz — B f‘;"’HM — e . i A0 23 2 s
gro u p) uTBs 3.77 5.11 Se:.:zns 432 411

e Materials:
+ 5 tethOOk—based aCtiVitieS Fig. 1. Learner interest during TBs vs. HMs.
*+ 5 humanistic activities
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My Exploratory Practice

Context Goal Decision
e Intermediate Heritage e Foster emotional
engagement

Vietnamese, UC San Diego.

e Class size: 15-20 students. | ° Enhance relevance

and meaningful.

( Encourage personal !
sharing & Materials

Humanizing

e Quarter system (10 weeks)

e Assessment: Students'
feedback & teacher
observation.

collaborative
e Promote deep
thinking process
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Design

STEP 4 STEP 1
Feedback & Evaluate the material
Reflection following humanized

materials.

Humanizing
Materials

STEP 3 STEP 2
Implementing o/ Design
the changes humanistic
0a thu hit gidl tré. Anh: Suu tdm activities,

Nhitng diéu can biét khi di du lich Sapa
khéng thé bé qua/ Things people should
know when traveling to Sapa

SEALC Materials developed by Diep Le &
Hong Dinh
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Evaluating Material

Positive Emotions

Relevance &
Area for improvements

Meaningfulness
4 Culturally familiar 4+ Draw on existing 4 Limited emotional
topic encourages knowledge/experience engagement & creativity.
ease and connection. (weather, transport,

food, etc) 4+ Lack of deep reflection or

4+ Encourage care &
sharing (share
preferences, travel
interests, and design
trips together).
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value judgment.
4 Link inside & outside

classroom (travel 4 Constrained students’ voice
planning task) & choice & task format.
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Designing humanistic materials

Original More humanistic activity

TRUOC KHI POC

Activity #1: Activate world knowledge. Activity #1: Discuss in group the following

Task 1: Viét trén bang (Chalk-talk): in Groups questions:

11.1. Khach du lich c6 thé s€ quan tdm dén yeu to nao khi 1én ké hoach du lich 1. Lﬁl’l gé:l’l dé_y Ilhé:t bal’l di du liCh 14 khi nao?

What factors would travelers consider when planning a trip to a tourist (destination), thdi tiét ,dac san (specialities)

va cac diém tham quan (sightseeing spots)o
2. Theo ban, nhitng diéu quan trong khi chuan
bi cho mét chuyén di du lich 1a gi? (thdi

destination? (E.g. weather)

1.2. Céc hoat dong phd bién khi di du lich

Common activities when traveling ti é't )
geee

Hay viét ra cu tra 101 cua ban. Cau tra 101 ciia ban ¢6 thé 14 mot tur hay mot cum 3. Né'u dudc chon mot dia diém du lich cho ki’

tir. nghi hé sap tdi, ban sé chon ndi nao? Tai sao?

Write down your responses. Your responses can be a word or a phrase.
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Designing humanistic materials

L] L] L] L] L] L]
Original More humanistic activity

- Tir ngit chi nguyén nhan va két qua (Expressing cause & THUC HANH: Answer the following questions based on your

Lo . R personal experience, using cause-and-effect conjunction: because
result): Dé la ly do vi sao, vi v@y/ vi the, vi, boi lé (vi/ bdi vi), due to the fact that (b3i 18), that's the reason why (d6 la 1y
Task 12b: Hoan thanh cac cAu sau (Complete these sentences) do visao), therefore (vithé/vivay) = . .

. L . PR Lo, . 1. Ban da tirng huy (cancel) mot chuyén di hay ké hoach du lich

a. b. c. d. Sapa thudng c6 bang vao mua dong dé 1a ly do tai sao... chua? Tai sao?
Nhiéu du khéch thich phuot & Sapa, béi Ié.... (Gogi y: vi troi mua, bdi 1é ¢ viéc gia dinh, vi vay téi phdi & nha...)
Chi phi di du lich thwong vuot qué tam kiém soét ctia minh, vi 2. Gin day ban d4 di du lich & dau? Vi sao ban chon noi d6?
thé. .. (Ggi y: béi vi téi mubn yén tinh, dé la ly do vi sao tbéi chon Pa Lat...)
Nhi€u ngudi khong thich di du lich theo tour, vi... 3. Ban tifng c6 trai nghiém du lich nao dang nhé (memorable)
Task 12¢: Dit cau dung cac cau tric sau: (Make sentences khong? Piéu gi khién ban nhé nhat?

. . (Goi y: bdi 18 moi ngudi rdt than thién, vi thé téi cdm thdy nhu & nha...)
using the given structures)

a. D6 1a 1y do vi sao — 4. C6 khi nao ban cim thiy mét méi khi di du lich khéng? Vi sao?
o (Goiy: béivi léch mui gid (time zone difference), do dn lg (unfamiliar

b. Vi viy — food), vi vdy téi bi mdt ngt, vi thé téi bi dau bung...)

c.Boi lg —

d.Vi—

Hoan Nguyen & Huy Phung / Humanizing Proficiency-based Reading Materials SEALC 2025 Hybrid Symposium / September 26-27, 2025


https://hoantn.net/2025/06/29/taskifying-literature-using-reading-circles-to-engage-heritage-language-learners/
https://apps.unive.it/server/eventi/103870/trang_vietnamese%20Language%2029.06.2025-2.pdf

Designing humanistic materials

Original

Task 14: Thuyét trinh (Presentation or showing)

Ngir canh: Mot sb hoc gia Viét Nam ¢ truong ban 1én ké hoach di tham céc noi ndi tiéng
& My trong khoang thoi gian 3-7 ngay. Hiy gitup ho chuén bi

mot chuyén di thii vi vai chi phi hop 1y bing cach tao mot bang thong tin hudng dan.
Trinh bay bang théng tin huéng dan cta em trudc 16p trong khoang 5-10 phit.
(Prompt: Some of the Vietnamese exchange scholars at your school planned to visit
some famous attractions in the U.S. for 3-7 days. Let’s help them

prepare for an interesting trip with reasonable travel expenses by creating a brochure)
Present your brochure in class for 5-10 minutes.

Goi y (Suggestion):

© Diém tham quan ndi tiéng (Famous attractions)

® Nhimng viéc cin lam trude khi di du lich (What to prepare)

® Thoi tiét va thoi diém di du lich (Weather and time to visit)

® Phuong tién di chuyén (Transportation modes)

® Nhimng hoat dong thu hut khach du lich ching han nhu nhing hoat dong giai tri véi
gi4 thip, dac san, nha hang,...(Activities for tourists such as

recreational activities with low cost, specialties, good restaurants...)

You can include anything! Be creative!
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More humanistic activity

EXIT TASK: Work in group of 3-4 people to complete the
following task:

Ngudi than clia ban 3 Viét Nam sép qua M§ chai 14n dau. Ho khong
ranh ti€ng Anh va nhd ban chuin bi théng tin du lich bing tiéng
Viét dé gitp ho 1én k& hoach. Ban quyét dinh 1am moét t& rai (flyer)
gidi thiéu mot dia diém du lich néi bat gin noi ban dang song.
Create a flyer in Vietnamese to introduce the tourist destination you
have chosen. Including the following in your flyer:

1. Gidi thiéu ngén vé dia diém (8 bang nao, ndi tiéng vi diéu gi?)
2. Théi diém 1y tudng dé du lich

3. Céch di dén d6 tir chd ban &

4. Phudng tién di lai tai dia phucng

5. GGi y vé trang phuc/thdi tiét

6. Nhitng dia diém khéng thé bd qua (must visit places)

7. M6t s6 diéu can Iuu y (notes...)

You can use Canva or any tools to design your flyer
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Students' work

pibu Lich &

20 |a mét thanh phé
d

p, San Diego c6 ddi thir

San Diego ¢6 c6 gai xinh dep ludr

@ Thai diém ly tudng dé di du lich
* Muahé(5-7)

Cach di dén San Diego

el SN\ FRANCISCD
i ving Gay ftea

* Liixe10phit th truiding UCSD - smsmhmnwmmw»ammmw,ma
* Lyft/Uber: $10-15 USD [cho xe A0 & ngudi) Thdi diém ly bang California va gin b bién phia Tay. Thai tiét & ddy mat
+ DixeBujts6 30 86n Buiding Siiverado Stva Herschel md, d chju quanh nim.
Ave:$250 USD mbi ngudh
* Phurdng tién & 131 tal dia phirong: d b4
Luuy:
o Niu 18] xe thi nén ddu doc duding Coast
Boulevard, 2-3 tiéng mién phi
o Dixe buyt cd thé tién nh3t bds vi khdng ciing
tidm chd ajuxe

m‘mu Pia Biém Nnat
nh Phai Bén

L§ Do Nén Bén

 LaJolla Cove 1 mdt viing bién & Nam Calirdt dep

* €6 nhiduchB ngdm cdnh.chiyp hinh, mua sém. leo
nGi v 8n ubng!

* RAtnditiéng vi duge thiy hdicdu

Gdi y trang phuc

Thdi Biém L§ Tudng BE
Pén/Trang Phuc

* Thing 7-30: ndng dm va nisdic bién co thé vao tdm
auoc19-27°0
+ Thing 3-8 khtng 3m bing mia hé nhung ngdm Bugc
hdi cdu rd hon vi thily tridu thip va it nguds (~16-22°C)
* Mia ddng s& Ianh hon va co thé mua
*+ Nhing DiéuNén Mang Theo:
= qulin §0 nhe. kinh mit, kem chdng ndng, khin tim,
Sokhodc cho budi t6i

Nhiing dia diém khéng
thé bé qua

* LaJokaCove
* LaJoka Tide Pools
* CoastWalk Trad
* Caroline’s Seasice Cafe
* Marisi

Piéu phaichay
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Outcome

Affective, Value and Knowledge seeking behavior

Student rating scores

I Affective W Value = Knowledge seeking behavior

5.26 516

495 4.84 491 472 B 496

4.56

Before reading While reading After reading

Activities
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Outcome

Before reading activities

Bored/ Unmotivated
2.0%

Challenging but valu...
35.0%

Engaged/ Meaningful
42.0%

Practical/ Relevance
21.0% ==
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Outcome

While reading activities

Bored/ Unmotivated
16.9%

Engaged/ Meaningful
33.2%

Challenging but valu...
38.9% Practical/ Relevance
11.0%
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Outcome After reading activities

Bored/ Unmotivated
5.0%

Challenging but valu...
21.0%

Engaged/ Meaningful
48.0%

Practical/ Relevance
26.0% N

& Huy Phung / Hum
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Humanzing in Practice
Teacher’s Reflection

Advantages

More positive emotions, high
engagement

Improved learning behaviors.

Relevance, connect to
real-life situation.

Fosters deeper thinking.
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Challenges

Pacing & time management.

Varied proficiency levels.
Scaffolding activities.

Sustaining engagement in all

parts.
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Key Takeaways

¢ ... not only uninteresting but also
already-interesting materials can be humanised
to become more interesting to learners. 99

(Pham & Tin, 2022, p. 11)
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01

Develop

teaching materials
that arouse and tap
into positive
emotion.

03

Promote personal
sharing,
collaborative
Interaction.

02

Enhance the
connection between
classroom events and
learners’ minds and
lives.

-
04

Offer choices and
engage deep thinking.
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